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MOGUMBER RESERVE 8588 
Grievance 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.46 am]: I am grieving today to Minister Buti 
representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. In rising to grieve, I acknowledge the presence today in the 
Speaker’s gallery of members of the Mogumber Outback Club and the community, president Pauline Bantock, 
and Bob Harridge. 

Mogumber is a small community in the Shire of Victoria Plains, 120 kilometres north of Perth, about 45 kilometres 
north of Bindoon and 47 kilometres south of Moora. My grievance concerns Mogumber reserve 8588, bounded 
by Bindoon–Moora Road to the west and Mogumber–Yarawindah Road to the south within the Mogumber town 
site. Under the Land Administration Act 1997, the Mogumber reserve has been designated a reserve for use as 
a recreation racecourse and hall site. It is home to multiple established facilities, including the Mogumber Hall, 
Mogumber Oval, library, post office, Mogumber refuse site, public barbecue, emergency water supply standpipe 
and 24-hour rest area, including public toilets. The reserve is Mogumber’s only public open space. The 56-hectare 
Mogumber reserve is the only land designated for recreation in the Mogumber area, and since the 1890s it has been 
continuously used for sporting and horse-related events, the latter including horseracing, gymkhanas and rodeos. 
Newspaper articles dating back to 1901 and 1903 detail football and cricket matches at this oval and a further newspaper 
article in 1919 refers to the annual Mogumber horseraces. There is a long tradition associated with horse events. 
The Mogumber Sports Committee hosted an annual gymkhana and sports meeting during the 1950s and 1960s that 
included horse and athletic events. 
This Mogumber reserve should not be confused with the Moore River mission—otherwise referred to as the 
Moore River Native Settlement—which is located 10.5 kilometres to the west and referred to in the book Follow the 
Rabbit-Proof Fence by Doris Pilkington Garimara and the subsequent movie, Rabbit-Proof Fence. 
In recognition of the long history of sporting events in Mogumber, Mogumber Outback Club Inc was formed in 2011, 
with the organisation of local social and sporting activities being one of the club’s objectives. Its New Year’s Eve 
rodeo is well known and well supported. Held annually since 2013, the Mogumber New Year’s Eve rodeo attracts 
2 500 people every year, and in the past the club has hosted a monthly junior rodeo during the winter season. The 
2013 rodeo went ahead with an arena on the oval, but it was clear that a dedicated arena adjacent to the oval was 
needed. After getting approval for a clearing permit and consulting with the local Yued group, in 2014 the Mogumber 
Outback Club upgraded the new arena surface with 50 truckloads of sand. Discussions with the local Yued group 
in 2014 saw the two groups reach an agreement regarding the alignment of a fence that would define the established 
recreational area, and both groups were involved with erecting the fence. 
With each rodeo, the Mogumber Outback Club has had to hire and install an arena, a costly and time-consuming 
process that involves a team of 20 volunteers moving heavy panels to form the rodeo ring, chutes and pens. The arena 
is erected in the established part of the grounds, adjacent to the hall, oval, toilet and 24-hour rest facilities and other 
improvements that have been put in place for local ratepayers and the travelling public. The group’s objective was 
to build a permanent arena. It realised its fundraising goal to this end and a permanent arena was purchased, though 
it has never been erected. 
Mogumber reserve is now recognised as an Aboriginal site under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. With the desire 
to install a permanent arena rather than hire temporary panels, thus complementing the established community facilities 
at this site, the Mogumber Outback Club submitted a clearing permit and section 18(2) request on 17 June 2020, 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. With the knowledge that Main Roads was considering a road realignment 
that would reduce the area of the Mogumber reserve, it was felt that the fence would need to be realigned to preserve 
the recreation area. In hindsight, Mogumber Outback Club would have preferred to focus on the arena installation 
and disregard the clearing permit. Personally, I am not suggesting that any clearing be allowed at this reserve. 
The section 18(2) request was considered by then Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Hon Ben Wyatt, and consent 
was declined on 21 December 2020, with the following explanation — 

… Traditional Owners do not agree with any further impacts to the Aboriginal site which is of importance, 
special and historical significance’. 

The Mogumber Outback Club remains willing to engage in respectful discussions with the regional corporations 
to be established as part of the south west native title agreement. However, because the regional Noongar corporations 
are yet to be established, negotiation is not possible. 
Further clarification was sought from the minister by the Mogumber Outback Club. Correspondence dated 26 May 2021 
from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Hon Stephen Dawson, reads — 
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I recognise the importance of the rodeo to the local community, as the previous Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs did, and encourage you to continue working towards an outcome that allows the project to go ahead 
with the support of the SWALSC and the Yued Traditional Owners. 

The minister also stated — 
The recognition of Mogumber Reserve under the Act does not impact on the ongoing use of the amenities 
currently existing within the reserve. 

I seek the minister’s concurrence that the Mogumber Outback Club can continue to use the temporary arena and host 
the Mogumber New Year’s Eve rodeo this December as has been the case since 2013. This represents a continuing 
use of the facilities at the Mogumber reserve as a community sporting venue. Again I stress that there is no need 
at this point to clear native vegetation at the reserve. 
Minister, it is imperative that the Mogumber Outback Club is given certainty now as to the use of the established 
arena for the planned 2021 rodeo. I think the minister will appreciate that logistically a rodeo like this takes a good 
deal of preparation and will take a degree of time. I thank the minister for taking my grievance today. 
DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Lands) [9.53 am]: I thank the member for Moore for his grievance to 
myself representing the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. I have a prepared statement, but I will add some other 
comments. I also acknowledge the member’s guests from the Mogumber Outback Club who are in the gallery. 
Welcome to Parliament. I hope that we can find some resolution to this issue in the short term and also going forward. 
On behalf of the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I make these comments. I will add a comment at the end from me 
as the Minister for Lands. The minister is aware of the heritage significance of the site to the Yued traditional owners 
as well as its social significance to the Mogumber community, including the Mogumber Outback Club. It is important 
to acknowledge up-front that this land has high cultural importance and significance to the Yued people. The 
importance to the local non-Aboriginal community should also be recognised, particularly in terms of its social 
amenity and especially the various rodeos that occur on the site, and, as the member mentioned, the New Year’s Eve 
rodeo. The numbers of attendees at this rodeo attest to its popularity. 
The member mentioned that we should not confuse this with the Mogumber mission, or the old Moore River Native 
Settlement, which is a good point to make. In a previous life as a solicitor of the Aboriginal Legal Service working 
on stolen generation matters, I had a very strong interest in the history of that mission and settlement. 
The member also mentioned the Aboriginal cultural heritage significance of the reserve. I can advise that on 
11 August 2020, the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee determined that Mogumber reserve 8588 is an 
Aboriginal site under section 5 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. 
The Shire of Victoria Plains and the Mogumber Outback Club submitted a section 18 notice to the Aboriginal Cultural 
Material Committee in June last year to install a permanent rodeo arena and clear vegetation. As the member 
mentioned in his grievance, on 21 December 2020, the former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Hon Ben Wyatt, 
advised the shire and the outback club that he had decided to decline consent to the section 18 notice, given the 
opposition of the Yued traditional owners. The current Minister for Aboriginal Affairs acknowledged the importance 
of the rodeo to the local community and urged them to continue to engage with the Yued traditional owners. He 
wrote in similar terms to the traditional owners. In March 2021, the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites met with the 
secretary of the outback club, Pauline Bantock, about future possibilities of the rodeo and use of other amenities. 
I note that Ms Bantock is also the shire president. 
The registrar took the opportunity to advise Ms Bantock that approval is required only for works that will create new or 
greater impacts to the Aboriginal site, and that existing infrastructure and use is not affected. The registrar encouraged 
the shire and outback club to re-engage with the Yued traditional owners about how they could together manage and 
minimise potential impacts from the proposed rodeo arena installation as well as other unmanaged uses of the reserve. 
The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has requested that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage liaise with 
the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council in relation to both the use of the temporary arena for the upcoming 
New Year’s Eve rodeo as well as longer term use. The South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council represents 
the Yued people and is in the best position to liaise with the traditional owners to bring the parties together to discuss 
a way forward for the rodeo to continue. I am advised that SWALSC is meeting tomorrow, Friday, with the outback 
club. A meeting will then be arranged with the outback club and the Yued traditional owners. The registrar has 
recently had further conversations with Ms Bantock about the section 18 notice and how the footprint of the land 
covered by the notice can be reduced to minimise impact to the site. I note the member is not suggesting that any 
clearing be allowed on the reserve. 
The minister reiterates that he is well aware of the importance of this site to the Yued traditional owners and he urges 
the Mogumber community to understand the values of the land to the traditional owners and to keep working with 
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them. He continues to encourage both parties to engage in a meaningful conversation with a view to achieving an 
outcome that both respects the cultural significance of the site and allows the local community to hold the 2021 rodeo. 
As Minister for Lands, I am happy to work with Yued traditional owners and the Mogumber Outback Club to get an 
agreement. However, if this cannot be achieved I will request that the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage work 
with the parties to try and find an alternative site so that we can see the rodeo go ahead on New Year’s Eve this year.  
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